Chapter XXVI
JAPAN  AND  PAPAL INFALLIBILITY

T

HE feeling in China and in the Philippines amongst
Catholic missioners has been that they will get a fair deal
and freedom to push their religion, should the Japanese
get control of their respective mission fields.
I can never see the justification for this statement in any
present Japanese action, Japanese know quite well what
publicity is, and they are unwilling to show in Tokyo, or
other big cities where visitors come, any active dis-
approval of Christianity. But in the mission fields of
Formosa, and Manchukuo, the Japanese are to-day showing
a serious hostility to Christianity. This hostility is perhaps
less marked with regard to the Catholics, and for a
peculiar reason.
For some years now, the Japanese have felt it essential
to revive their national spirit, and to do so by reviving their
national religion called Shinto. Some people say this is
not actually a religion, it is merely a school of thought;
but it is almost impossible to know what the oriental
means by using the same words as we do. We are told
in Shinto that the Emperor is a God, and that he must be
treated as a God, and we are asked in schools and else-
where to bow before his image, and at the shrine facing
towards the Imperial Palace in Tokyo, to bow low at
least three times, because he is a God. We are informed